Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



REVIEW 



REPORT OF THK SENATE COMMITTEE 



RETIIKNS or THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 



WASHINGTON; 

GIDEON AND CO., PRINTERS. 

1853, 



db,Google 



Census OfPicr;, Wasfmigt&n., Jul;/ 5, 185"i. 

I deem it a tluly to all concerned in tlie condensation of the United 
Slates statistical returns — to the Head of the Department to which this 
office ia attached, and to the numerous assistant marshals throughout 
the United States, as well as to those who ha^e manifested a deep interest 
in the progress of the work — to present some explanatory comments 
upon various portions of the report of the Committee of the Senate of 
the United States, presented Jime 28, 1852; and, in doing so, would 
disclaim all intentional disrespect to any member of the committee. 

In the follotving pages the entire report will he found reprinted; 
and, that there may iDe no ground for tlie charge of misrepresentation, 
the reader will find the text and comment side by side. 

My object is simply to rescue that portion of the Maryland census 
(vhich conies within the requirements of the law, from the odium 
which must necessarily attach to it when with reference thereto the 
Committee speak of " the falsity of these pretended statistics," and I 
hope to show satisfactorily that the committee have fallen (doubtless 
unintentionally) into many en'ors in tiieir statements, and g'iveii t!ie 
high sanction of their opinion to conclusions formed on, perhaps a very 
natural, misconception, arising from the complicated nature of the sub- 
ject, but which cannot be sustained when the grounds thereof are pro- 
perly examined . 

The authority of Congress demanded the preparation of one portion, 
and the other was freely presented for its acceptance or rejection, with 
no view to the advancement of any personal interests. For the publi- 
cation of the latter, on the ground of merit, I express no wishes and 
offer no arguments. They are chapters, comprising simply a summary 
of statistical and physical facta, which will be of value to the statist 
and political economist, and cannot be affected by legislative decision. 
one way or another. 

JOS. O. G. KENNEDY, 
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RirrURNS OF THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 



Mr. Bayard, from the Select Committee to which the subject was 
referred, presented to the Senate the following report relating to the 
pnbiication of the returns of the Seventli Census. 

The Select Committee to whom was referred for revision the plan for 
the publication of the returns of the Census, as exemplified in relation 
to the State of Marj'land, report: * 

That, in the lovision oflhe plan for the publiORtion of the Census tetuma, eubmiUeil to 
the Senate by the Department of the Iiitevior, the oommillee have not only examined the 
form in which the information is presentBil in relation to the State of Maryland, but have 
exLendod their inw.sligalinn into the probable cotTeclntss and rdiat/UUy of the 3(Blts(icB( 

But one member of the Committee visited the office; where he spent 
five minutes in looking at one return. No returns were ever taken for 
examination by the Conmiittee; so that it seems to me impossible for 

them to have investigated any returns except those "in the form in 
which the informtiiion is presented in refiition lo the State of Mary- 
land." 

If [be actual statistical returns have not, eitVier from the complicated inquiiies to be 
made, the short period allowed for tlie performance of tiie service, or want of capacity or 
negligence on the part of tlie subordinate agents, a sufficient appraximation lo accuracy in 
tender diem reliable for any useful deduction, then it is manifest ihnt their publication as 
factt should not be authorized by Congress. 

No one could dissent from this proposition ; and, if the facts shall be 
found such as to justify the premises, no objection could reasonably be 
urged to the conclusions arrived atj while, in the opinion of the writer, 
it will be made to apjiear that., in general, the returns are remarkably 
perfect. It was never designed to publish "as facts" the "actual 
statistical returns.^'' Congress could never authorize -'their publi- 
cation." 

The most eligible and aimplesC mode in which objections, either to the form of publica- 
tion proposed or die proximate accuracy of the facts returned, can be pi'esented is by a re- 
vision of the plan of publication as exemplified in the "Census" of Maryland, in the order 
in which the subjects and tables are there stated. 

The first objection i^ to the historical account of Maryland and iis counties, embradn^ 
lideen pages, from one to fourteen, both inclus' 



o the statistical int|uiriee directed by it. 

Does an act of Congress aulhoiize (in advance) tlie preparation of 
:very work published under its sanction? Does the publication of a 

*The "Report" in small and the "Beview" in largo type. 
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geolo^ts, with Buffioient time for tlie Ihoroogh and accurate perfonnance of Ih 

Nor, in faci, does the Bubjeot appear to be appropriately connected with the retui 

decannial enumeration of the inhabilBiilB,vnBde under the provisions of theConstil 

The Committee therefon'. recommend the omiaaion of these geological aketches. 



The persons engaged in fhe piepaiation of the geological portions 
are of "estabHshed reputation;" and are competentto the task, provided 
the geological sketch of Maryland is a good publication. The others 
will at least be et|ual to it. That presented, has obtained the highest 
complimentary testimony from the most distinguished authorities in this 
or any other country; and, if the work prepared secures the approbation 
of the highest authorities of "most established reputation," it will re- 
Huire some other reason to convince me that it is not worthy of adoption. 
A perusal of the chapter on the geology of Maryland wiU satisfy the 
reader that it is a subject intimately connected with, and important as 
elucidating the statistical returns. An opinion, expressed in writing, by 
Prof: Benjamin Silliman, fJ ,. D,, will be introduced hereafter. 

The tabular alBtement at page twenty, showing the progresB of population from 1790 to 
1850, should be retained, but the previous tnblefl nt page nineteen should be omitted, as 
they are admitted to be drawn fiom maleriiilB " nieagre and unsatisfactory," and theiefote 
<flnnot be relinble, 

Whi/ should this table of popnlation from 1790 to 1S50 be retained? 
The law of Congress dot» not require it. The same reason for which 
they would exclude the historical portion (authority of Congress) should 
apply with equal force here. The materials though "meagre and 
unsatisfactory" io ike statist, are more reliable than nearly all the 
statistics of the world prior to the \^tk century. 

The account of the population of Maryland, from pages nineteen to twenty- two, both 
inclusive, prefixed to the tubular statements of the returns, is objectionable, as being in 
part a mere repetition of facta which sufficiently appear in the tablea; and also because '" 

; the ded 
. jnd their own intrinsic 

.. ._^ ^. , . , , ^ .. .f the legislature to iriews or opinions 

which, when published, might not be approved. 

An illustration of the latter objection may he found at page nineteen, in the following 
passage: "It does not appear that the introduction of the African race among the body of 
the population had any marked eft'ect upon its progress." This may be essentially true, 
but It is merely an opinion, and one the correctness of which would probably |be questioned 
byn 



The article entitled " Population of the State of Maryland" is an 
analysis and summary of the facts stated in the tables covering the 14 
following pages, some topics being left untouched for want of time. 
It is believed to be a useful and necessary part of the work. That it 
is in part a repetition of facts set forth in the tables, is true, but the facia 
are repealed in combinations and under new forms of statement which 
render them more intelligible to the general reader, and impress them 
forcibly upon his memory by presenting them in a more interesting and 
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attractive style. The detailed report of the Census is designed for two 
classes of persons, namely, the body of citizens who wish to inform 
ihemaelves iu a general way, and witliout critical nicety, of the physi- 
cal condition of their country, its population, wealtli, property, and 
capabilities; and, secondly, that class who require to study all the facts 
collected, in their minutest development, as legislatoi's, administrative 
officers, and men of science. The article in question is specially in- 
tended for the former, but may be perused with advantage by both. 
Upon looking at the particular citations made by the Committee from 
this article they would appear to indicate that their objections are not 
of a serious character, and that they are presented only because it was 
necessary to take specific exceptions to sustain a general censure. If 
it be proper to show in a brief space the " progress of population from 
1790 to 1850," why should an equally concise statement of i Is pr<^ess 
during the preceding 156 years be expurged"? The law gives no 
specific authority for either table; and as to the first, what is it consid- 
ered by itself, but such a repetition of facts given in these returns and 
those of preceding Censuses, as has just incurred the censure of the Com- 
mittee. The Census report states that the table of population of Ma- 
ryland from 1634 to 1790 is made up " from such records as the an- 
nals of the province and State present." Now, it is true, that these 
materials are comparatively "meagre and unsatisfactory," but will 
any body, whose opinion is entitled to respect, assert that they do not 
deserve consideration, and that being the best which remain, they 
ought not to be rescued from obscurity and probable loss, and may not 
properly be applied to the purpose for which they are here used ? It is 
not thought necessary to say a word in defence of the propriety of 
inserting the table which the Committee condemn, but the writer, 
differing from the Committee, suggests that the actual population 
at given periods, and the progress of the race in numbers, has been 
a subject of keen inquiry and dispntotion, with the bistoriaus oJ' 
every country and every age, and that no part of the historian's duty 
has been more difficult. JVo historian of England, for example, has 
tliought himself at liberty to omit some estimate of its population, or to 
comment upon the estimates of others at periods anterior to 1801, 
when the first census was taken, and no portion of their works is 
more frequently adverted to or consulted wilh greater interest. 



Next in order come tha labiilar atatcraeniK of pofiiibiioii, covering ffom pages twenty to 
iwenly-sLS, both inclusive. 

To these there is no objection, except a sliglit alteration in the general heading of "Free 
Coloreil" to the fourth table, where the totsl population of irhiles and free blacks is includ- 
ed under it. With this alteration, the Committee reuommisud Ibeir puhlication in the form 
presented. 

The tabulBf Btaiements from pages twenty-seven to thirty, both inclusive, showing^ihe 
places of nativity of the inhabitants, may be well reduced to two tables, giving the ag- 
gregates for the State, with the Rex and ciolor, aiioiJar to the table headed " Recapilulii- 
lian," at p^e thirty-five. 

Under the general heading "Population," and after the classified 
delails of the whites and free colored, by ages and sexes, the total popu- 
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fatioH ol' wiiites in pfaced in the way of recitpitulation with the tree persons 
of color. If the Committee would present tha/ofm for such " two ta- 
bles" as it proposes, the Senate would easily decide this matter, and 
would not long nesitate to reverse this recommendation . The adoption of 
a table from verbal description is not safe; any table worthy adoption 
is easily made by one who understands its purposes, and readily filled 
with twenty or more illustrations. It might be well lo see its practical 
operation. 

Noaufficieiit reuaon appearafor ilieespanamiioi'liiisBpeeiesof'iiilbrmalion, by showing 
ihe place of birth of the persons I'esMling on a ijarlioular day in each county of a Stale or 
eaeli ward of a city. 

The proportion of native and forugn bom citizcna iu the whole State may be desirabk, 
and also of those iiora oat of the Slalfl but in the United States, but the utility of giving 
the proportions ir^iding on ugivnii ilay in each county and inench ward of a city, la not 
percapublo. 

It was not Ihe residence on a parHcuiar day, but on a particular day 
was set down their residence general; one day would not make a resi- 
dence, but the residence rfas made applicable, for uniformity, to 
the 1st of June, to cosi^lij icith the law. (See section 19.) The in- 
dividual may have been in Europe temporarily on the day designated, 
while he was reported aa residing in Maryland, for that was his legal 
residence. In a different portion of the repori, the Committee recom- 
mend the "expansion" of the population returns, to towns, townships. 
hundreds, &c. 

The tableu iis pr«aeiiled, utnu, dti not diKtiH^isli llic sex or coloc^ and in the opinion of 
the Committee two tables showing Ihe nativity of the inhabitants of the State, without 
reference to local residence, and giving the sex and color, should be subetituled for the ta- 
bles of nativity in the proposed plan. They could readily be included in one-fourth of Ihe 
space which the proposed tables of nativity occupy. 

The Cnmmittee recommend this alteration in these tables. 

It would not much reduce the tables in extent to '■ show the iiativi- 
ly of the inhabitants of the State, * * * giving the sex and color,'' 
but very essentially destroy their value. 

The table showing tlie deaf, dutnl) blind, insane, and idiotic, occupying ti-om pages 
thirty-one to thirty-four, both inclusive, may be omitted as merely useless. All the in- 
fonnaiion in them really valuable is contained in the " tlecapitulation'' at page thirty-live. 
There is no perceptible advantage in giving the loea) residence on a ])articular day of per- 
sons so afflicted. If the places of birth had been staled, a speculative mind might per- 
haps have attempted to draw inferences from the effect of climate or locality on the origin 
of sucli diseases; but the niere lesidence, perhaps temporary, of each of these unfortunate 
ijeinga on a particular day, I'.an be of no moment in a medical point of vieiv, and alfords 
no information worth publication for any available purpose. 

I beg to differ with the Committee. The plan adopted furnishe;? 
fatiilities for institutions of beneficence to seek out the sufferers, which 
otherwise would not exist. This is the great use of the investigations 
respecting these unfortunate classes of individuals. The reasons given 
for the changes are speculative, while those for the table as it exists 
are humane and philosophic. It is as necessary to know the residence 
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as (he birtk-place, to arrive at wliat the Committee suggests, while the 
limitation lo accord with iheir lecom men elation, would be opposed by 
every officer of an asylum in the United States, 

The lable headed " Recapitulalion," at page thirty-five, gives ail that is desirable— Ihe 
sex, the color, the free, and the slave, and also the place of birth, whether in the State, Ihe 
United Slates, or a foreign country. It is an aamirable cDndensatioi), and, compared 
with ihe previous extended tables foe each county, is a strong illustration of the useful, bb 
con (rtulifitinguL shed from the useless. The Committee thereforei'e commend the omission 
of these tables relating to the deaf, dumb, &c., except the "Recapitulation" at page 
thirty-flve. 

The Committee also recommend (he omission of the lable of " Manumitted and, fugitive 
slaves," on the same page, believing that the sources of information make its accuracy 
questionable, whilst the utility of its publication, if accurate, is not obvious. No relurna 
ore given in Ihis table from four counties, and the number of fugitives recovered does not 

Did not the law require the number of fugitives lo be staled as well 
as the number manumitted ? Had these tables been omitted, the 
work would have been censured as not containing what the act of 
"' i required. "No returns are given from four counties," be- 

1 there were none manumitted, and no fugitives from these 
counties, and the law did not require the " number of fugitives re- 
covered" to be given. Any who had been recovered cftnXA not have 
been at the time, fugitives from t 



No objections are appureiit in the enumeration of the " profensians, uccupstions, and 
trade6,"atpage thirty-six, and ita publication is recommended. 

The " agricultural productions," comprised in four tables, cover pages thirty-SBven and 
thirty-eight, and though with doubts bb to the accuracy of iheiacis feturned, arising 
from the manifest deficiencies in other statistical atatamenta, the Committee having no 
means of testing their correctness, recommend their publication. 

With the " doubts" expressed, it seems to me that cmtsistency 
would have required a different opinion, if the argument that the pub- 
lication by Congress necessarily implies that Congress endorses thetn 
" as facts" is to hold good. 

Next in order come tlie "industrial establishments," wliich cover iwcnty-fuur pages, 
from pages thirty-nine to sixty- two, both incluaive. If this portion of the stntistica is nt 
itil reliable, certainly the ta.blB3 may be reduced in publi'stion. Twelve pages, from 
thirty-nine to fifty-one, are devoted lo tables showing the location in the Itf enty wards of 
the city of Baltimore of the different branches of industry, with the capital employed, 
&c,; and all this information is condensed, at pages fifty-two, fifly-threo, into two tables 
for the whole city, which seems preferable. Only eight pages are devoted to tlie rest of 
the State. The advantage of this minuteness in the aiaiemeni of the residence of persons 
pursuing different occupalbns in each want of a city, is not believed to be uommonsurate 
with the increase it would cause in the size nnd cost of the publication, if indeed it is at- 
tended with any practical utility. 

1 have ever thought ll might be well to publish this iofoiKiation liy 
cities and counties, but did not feel authorized so to reduce it. 

In the opinion of the committee, however, the slatiattcal returns of the " indusiriBl 
ostablishments" are altogether too defective and unreliable to justify their publication; 
and unless Congress are prepared to promulgate, under governmental sanction, as facts. 
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returns which manifestly do not approximate to accuracy, the wlioio of these tables ahoulii 
be stricken out. The esidence of the defecta in these returns oxiata upon the face of the 
tables themaelves. 

Thsse tnbles profess to give, and the officers were instructed to collect, the numbers 
and kinds of the different "Industrial Establishments," wherever the establishment or 
individual produced arliolea of a groas value exceeding live hundred dollars annually. 

The law does not so require; it should re.id " producing articles to 
the annual value of $600." 

A very cursoiy examination of the inljlea will show that these returns are in this respect 
grossly defective, and do nol give, even by approximation, a true atatement of the indus- 
trial eslabliahments of Maryland. There are certain occupations and ti'ades which must 
of Eecessily exist to some extent in every county in each State; and yet from three coun- 
ties in Maryland (Charlea, Caroline, and Calvert) there is no industrial establishment 
returned produdng over live hundred dollars in value. In fifteen of the twenty counties 
there is not a aingia carpenter whose products exceed that value. Of two hundred and 
thirty-four carpenters producing that value or upwards, there are aehteen in Anne 
Arundel, and but two in tlie richer and more populous county of Frederick, and only one 
iti Ballimare county. In twelve counties there are no clothiers or tailers, and live, in- 
cluding Alleghany, have not a aingle blacksmith, and Washington county but one, whilst 
they exist in large relative numbers iji othei' counties, where their aervioes would be less 
requisite, and employment leas extensive and remunerative. There are enumerated but 
three millwrights in the State, two in the city of Ealiimore and one m Cecil county, whose 
products exceed five hundred dollars annually. 

This ia all negative. The Commiuee have been extensivelj' cor- 
responding to collect arguments respecting the worli, and why not 
prove omission? There are but few tailors in the country who pro- 
duce articles to the annual value of $500; much of their time is spent 
in repairs, as the manufactured article can now be purchased cheapei- 
than made. So with blacksmiths, most of whom live by " repairs" 
mainly; equally applicable to millwrights. The Committee seem to 
think it singular that a county containing, as Anne Arundel does, a 
populous manufacturing town like Ellicotl's mills, and a city, should 
contain 18 carpenter establishments, (for the returns do not make it 
appear that there are any particular "number of carpenters" in a 
county.) The Committee, in saying that there " is only one in Balti- 
more county," seem here to overlook the fact that Baltimore cily, con- 
taining 205 establishments, is located in Baltimore county. 

The law says, enumerate the establishments "producing articles to 
the annual value of $500." Does the journeyman carpenter j!)j'0(&ee 
articles to the amount of $500; do many of ihe country carpenters 
"produce articles" to this amount? They (mostly) till a portion of 
land, and make repairs on houses, barns, &c. This comment is made 
to show that to discredit the returns a selection is made of those in- 
terests which might be expected from their nature to exhibit inconsist- 
encies if any existed; and admitting (as I do not) that the inferences 
drawn by the Committee are legitimate, with respect to these occupa- 
tions which are acknowledged to be extreme cases, that should not 
condemn the more correct returns producing $iJ2,000,000. 

of facts, and can only be accounted foi 
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by a negligence of inquity, which might perhaps have been anticipated from the miiiuie- 
nes3 of the information sought, the number of questions to be sshed and answered, and 
the improbabiUy that competent persons would undertake the duties to be performed for 
the compensation allowed. The offiCBj loo, of assistant marahai, being temporary and not 
lucrative was, of necessity, merely incidental to the ordinary pucsuits of the indivlduai. 
It is, in the opinion of the Committee, altogether impossible to tesnncile the inequalities in 
the distribution of the Tarious branches of industry in different counties on any ground 
but that of deticiency in the returns, whether applied to the foregoing or other industrial 
pursuits existing in every community. Nor can it be supposed that the gross annua! 
value of the products of n lar^e majority of those engaged as employers, either as car- 
penters, blacksmiths, or indeed in any other trade, weuld not exceed five hundred dollars. 
The cost of material, which is included in gross value, would generally equal one-third 
of the amount, and if the person engaged in the pursuit employed but a single hand, hia 
mere subsistence would require a production exceeding five hundred dollars annually. A. 
few illustrations render this questionless. At page 63, at the " Recapitulation for the 
State," but three miUwriehts are given as producing an annual vaiue exceeding 8500. 
They have a capiuJ embarited in the business of 817,500, and their annual products equal 
$49,000 in value, empioying forty-two hands at an averagemonthlycostof laborof Jl,250. 
Al page 36, in the " List of Professions, &c.," the returns show that there are one hun- 
drell and two millwrights in the Slate; and assuming these forty-two hands to be included in 
the whole number of millwrights, it is not rationally supposnble that no one of the re- 
maining fifty-seven produces property of a value exceeding 85 00 annually. The proba- 
bility is that the products of a large majority exceed that amount. 

Much of this seems very trifling, mid is moreover, incorrect; the reare 
no number of millwrights enumerated at page 62. The numbe?' of 
establishments alone is given. Millwrights in Maryland do much in 
the way of repairs, while in 1850 but little was done in the way of 
construction. The Committee, evidently, do not exactly, comprehend 
the proper distinction between "establishments" and "workmen." 

There does not appe 
products exceed §500 i 

Country bookbinding is generally a very small business, and as. 
those in Baltimore produce §53,000 in work, it ia not improbable that 
a majority of those cited are workmen employed hy others. It is not 
anywhere stated that there are but nine bookbinders in Baltimore, 
The returns make 9 "establishments" in Baltimore, many, if not all, 
of which are partnership concerns. One establishment may have four 
partners, and twenty binders employed; these in the occupation ab- 
stract would count 24 bookbinders, although representing but "one es- 
tablishment," or as the Committee would say "one bookbinder." 

Two hundred and Ihirty-four carpenters and builders are eaumerated in die whole State, 
al page 61, as producing each annually produois exceeding SMO in value, of whom two 
hundred and iive are located in the cicy of Battimora, and eighteen in Anne Arundel 
county, leaving but eleven for the rest of the State. They employ one thousand two hun- 
dred and thirty-seven hands, and their annual products equal ^1,518,117. At page 3S it 
is found that there are fire thousand two hundred and forty-four carpenters and builders in 
the Stale, exclusive of one thousand two hundred and seventeen masons and bricklayers. 
Deducting the one thousand two hundred and thirty-seven hands and two hundred and 
thirty-four employers, there remain three thousand seven hundred and seventy-three car- 
penters, none of whom produce articles of an annual value over g50O; and yet they must 
in |iart, if not a majority, be employers. The number would be still greater on the suppo- 
sition that the masons and bricklayers are included among the hands employed hy the 
carpenters and builders, which doubdess is the tact. This mode of investignlion may bs 
pursued us to almost any trade, and similar results will appear ; yet Congress are asked to 
authenticate, by publication, such slalemenls as giving a tnu account of the iniluatrial 
establishments of Maryland. 
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The facts here staled, as to the number of carpenters and builders, 
will not be found on page 61, or any olher page. If I say there is one 
■'establishment," oriirm, engaged on the masonry of the Capitol, does it 
follow that there is but one maaon employed? The Committee con- 
fuse the facte connected with establishments, and the list of trades and 
professions. They select what may be well doubted as coining within 
the term manufacture, and respecting which the assistant marshals may 
have naturally entertained doubt; but it is a well known fact that the 
countrj' is filled with men called carpenters, who give a portion of their 
time to other pursuits; and, admitting this statement to be true, it is. 
not calculated to lessen the value of tlie returns, unless proof is ad- 
duced to show their incorrectness. It is presumed these are all of the 
number which legitimate reasoning would represent as not "producing 
articles" to the annual value of $500. 

Another illualration of the falsity of these pretended statistics 
Hatsh expressions, when viewed in connexion with the fact that, 
they ai-e made to apply to the results obtained undei' the act of a pre- 
vious Congress. 

may be obtained by deducting the value of the raw material aiiniially consunicd, and the 
coEt of labor from the gross annual value of the products as given in rhe taWea. This is 
done on the assumption that the average monthly cost of labor, staled under the head of 
''wages," means the aveisga monthly cost during the whole year. That this assumption 
:9 correct, appears not only from a fair construction of the schedules mode part of the act 
of Congress, but also from the instructions given by the Department to the marshals and 

_^.. . ^U___._ _.. Z...,jj^...L <..,.. _,^ ., 



their assistants. Those instructions were printed for the use of the olficers, and are very 
full and precise. On this subject the following directions appear at page 34 of Ihe "In- 



"Under tJie general heading, hands aitployed, is to be inserted, under male and female 
column 8 and 9, the ncCTOje number of each sex employed liuri?^ the year in llie manufac- 
ture or business. These numbers are to be estimated either by an average of the whole 
year, or by selecting a day when about the average number was employed, and inserting 
:he number on such day as the average. 

"Under heading 10 and 11, entitlea lui^^, is to be inserted the average monthly amount 
paid for all the labor of all the hands, male and female, employed in the business or manu- 
facture dtaing Ike eiiarse qfthi ytar.''^ 

There is no room for miaunaerstanding here on the part of a man of ordinary inlelli- 
gence; and, to explain or account for the discrepancies and absurdities in the returns which 
will be cited, on the suppositioo tliat Ihe monthly avemge cost qf labor does not include the 
average cost during the whole year, the explanation must be based on the presumption of 
a want of common intelligence or gross n^Iect on the part of the assistant marshals; and 
IS at best (if the supposition be correct) a substitution of conjecture for fact, and equally 
impairs confidence m the accuracy of mese returns. Those articles only are seJeoied for 
illustration which most strikingly exhibit the incorrectness of the facta returned, though 
similar results are apparent in a less degree in many other branches of industry. 

At page 64 two powder-mills are enumerated, having a capital of 864,000. 

The value ofthe raw materia! consumed annually is slated at S!0,3U 

The monthly average cost of labor is 8139 — multiplied by !3 gives an annual 

cost of. 2,263 

Amount of raw material and labor glS,J79 

The value of the annual products is 16, T5 

Lessrawmaterialandcost of labor I2,4T9 

Leaves 4,271 

Deduct theinterest on capital 3,840 

And there remains but Jt431 

With no allowancefor wear and tear, the certainty of explosions, and cunlingencies. 
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Is it to be believed that such an iliueti'ation as this is brouglit to affect 
the character of the tables for credibility? What is the fact according 
to the record? It is, that the capital of $(54,000 invested in " real and 
personal estate" in the business produces a revenue of $4,271, being 
equal to GJ per cent, per annum, which is more of a dividend than is 
declared on the railroads in Massachusetts. Apply this argiunent to 
the iron works of Pennsylvania, and how will it work ? This is one 
of the cases " which most strikingly exhibits the incorrectness of the 
fads returned." That powder making is not very profitable in Mary- 
land may be inferred from the fact that the number of mills is greally 
reduced within the last few years. 

There ia one aoapslone manufactory in the Slate, located in the city of Uaitimore, ai>il 
nt DBge 52 the following atatemenl is found as to this occupalion : 

The capital inveafed in the buainees is 5^00,000 

The annual produet is, in value 30,000 

The raw material conaumed.. $3,000 

The cost of labor annually , 8,640 

— 10,640 

Leaving for interest, wear and tear, &c., on a capital of glOO.OOO S3;360 

Now for this soapstone factory. It occupies a vacant s([uare in the 
city of Baltimore, the value of which is included according to law, being 
part of ihe " real estate employed in the business;" also (he quarry, 
the land of which is of intrinsic value after the removal of the stone. 
This real estate is probably enhancing in value at the rate of 6 per cent.; 
to analyze clearly, however, we find the raw material (stone) to be 

worth S8,000 

Labor ...... 8,640 

Equal to $16,640 

product amounts to 320,000, making profit of ^3,360 on the labor and 
materials, and the wear and tear of a stone cutler's tools, (of soapstone 
not much.) The vacant lot is not injured. The profit is therefore 80 
per cent., but the record is made to say what it does not say; the 
annual cost of labor is not given, and the statement as given is not 
found at page 52. It is admitted by the Committee that these are ex- 
treme cases. 

There are enumerated at [lage 52 forty-live brick makers, having invested in their business 
a capital of SiI90,000. 

The value of the raw malerial consumed annually is. . • • • • ■ • ■ g^9,30T 

And whether fuel is included under this head does not appear. 
The average monthly wages are §35,424, equal for the year id 305,033 

Making the coal of malevial and labor 394,895 

The value of annual products ia 332,550 

Showing an annual loss of. »G2,345 

A simvlar result appears as to this industrial pursuit throughout the Stale, though the 
loss ia not quite so great. 
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Reference to the law, or tlie instractions referred to, would have 
convinced the Committee that it was unnecessary to intimate doubt 
teepecting the "fuel" mentioned. All men know, loo, that brick 
making establiahmenta he idle much of the dme, and the table does 
not carry out the " annual cost of labor." Now, strike out three or 
four monlhs for rainy or cold weather and repairs, and the dividend will 
not be a small one. It is evident that the nianufactmev returned the 
"average monthly wages" (as required by law) as the average amount 
paid during the time the establishments were in operation. A brick 
jnaker would not make his calculations as if labor was employed the 
entire year. 

At pages 52 and 61 one button ir.aker is eiiumer;Ucil , willi a cajjital of ^1,000. 

The value of raw mnlirjal consumed S2j5(IO 

The coel of labor #US, multiplied by 13, is liTIG 

Makinsan aggregate coat of. 4,97(1 

The valuB oramiual products deducted 3-,340 

Shows fLnnnally a loss af ■•■• #1,936 

And raw material consumed of greater amount than ita converted value. The ercoi's in 
all these cases are not typographical, but in the retucns. 

As to the button maker, the Superintendent of Census in a letter to 
the chairman of this Committee admitted that this was evidently a mis- 
take, and that S3,500 should be a much less amount paid for bones. 
This button maker found this occupation of so little profit that he 
shortly after abandoned it and left the State. 

Seven eordaea makers are enumerated at piiges 59 and 61, with a capital of ftS8,500. 

Their 'tosa annual proiiuota ate valued at the sum of. SlO6,60O 

The value of raw material is 71,430 

The cost of labor 31,008 

]0a,438 

Leaving..... 4,163 

divisible among aeven establishments, (one being worked by steam,) without any allow- 
ance for wear antl teat, &o. Bui this branch of industry also shows that the taw material 
in the establishment located in the Sevandi Word of BalLimore bears the proportion of 
(50,300 in value lo S65,000 of annual products, about four-lifths ; and in the First Ward 
the raw material conatitutes but two-fifths of the annual products. Tho average wa^es 
of the hands employed in this business in the same city ate, in the First Ward, 833.33 
per month, and in the Eighth Ward but g92 per month, both eatablishnienlB working by 

It appears, also, that in the Seventeenth Ward the vaiuo of the raw material consumed 
is Sia,O0O,lheannual cost of labor 815,240; amounting tf«ether to 827,940; whilst the 
^^lue of the annual products is ^32,100 ; making an annual loss of JS.UO. 

JIany of the workmen and much of the capital in a variety of 
manufactures are devoted to the matter of repairing ; and this element, 
m a portion, forms the largest part of the income. The Committee 
predicate all their arguments upon the presumption diat the return 
respecting the manufactured or formed articles embraces all the receipts 
of the workmen. The fiitihty of such reasoning needs not to be in- 
sisted on. 
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In Baltimore there is also one bandbox-maker, who consumes raw material annually 
of the value of $225, pays wages to the amount of $1,360 ; amounting together to 91,435, 
and whose annual products are In value but Jl,300, Instances might be multiplied, ^uile 
as glaring in the results, by pursuing the same mode of investigation through the statistics 
of the several counties as retiirtted h w p fi d ed to 

be sufficient for the purpose of show f ale- 

ments of facts or an approximatio 

In this case there is no n (" p f 1 & 1 xes 

made ; and, as in some oth 1 1 1 ads 

in time for the publication f i e M jland o Iv 

It appears, also, that the occupation of "6uiiAers,"from not being returned with suili- 
(aent accuracy, has been entirely omitted ; and yet this branch of industry, in which nearly 
nine hundred persons are engaged in Maryland, employs a large amovint of capita, an<J 
the value of its products ought of necessity to enter into any correct statement of the 
productive industry of a State. 

Doea the butcher manufacture ? Is a piece of beef a piece of hand- 
icraft — a piece of workmanship? What is the "raw material" of a 
saddle of mutton or a leg of pork ? The butchers are returned among 
the trades and occupations, but not as tnanufacturers. We return all 
the stock of cattle on the 1st of June on farms, and the value of ani- 
mals slaughtered. 

The next table, at page 63, contains a stalemcnl of the " real and personal estate and 
laxea;" and this, it might have been supposed, would be less liable to error; but it ex- 
hibits on its face gross inacctmioy. 

It is understood that the State tax in Maryland is uniform in all ijarts of the Stale, and 
dependent upon the valuation of real and personal estate in the difiecent counties. The 
third column of the table gives the amount of the Stale tax in each county, and by com- 
paring i( with (he first column, in whicli the valuation of the real and personal estate in 
each county is stntfid, the gross inequality in taxation, and palpable errors are apparent, 
and the instances are too numerous to admit the supposition that these errors are typo- 
graphical. The tax in Anne Arundel on a valuation of 99,774,931 is 89,069, whilst that 
in Washington county, on a valuation of SI,499,231, is slated at 829,051. In Prince 
Geoi^e'a county the valuation is Sll,711,a54,and the tax but (6,053; and in Frederick 
county, on a valuation of 818,773,926, not double that of Prince Geoi^'s, the tax is stated 
at {45,193, more than seven times as large; and gimilar,if not so gi^at, discrepancies exist 
o the details in other counlieH. The omissions also in the returns as to otlier taxes, 



such as road and poor> are so numerous as to destroy confidence in the table as 
statement of the rate or an-ounl of taxation in Maryland. The Committee cannot recom- 
mend the publication of this table. 

The above is all typographical ; and if the Committee had consulted 
with the head of the office, or invited him to consult with them, they 
would have been made acquainted with the coiTections. Long before 
the Committee reported, we had corrected the ^9,069 tax in Anne 
Arundel to $60,432, and the taxes of Prince George had been changed 
from $6,053 to §65,000. The taxable property in Washington county 
had been altered from $1,499,331 to $13,459,172. 

The next table, on the same page, professes to give the rates of wages in the different 
counties of Maryland, and the returns from which it is compiled must nave been founded 
on very loose estimates. It is palpably inaccurate. The average monthly wages of a 
farmhand, with board, in Calvert county is slated at 34 50, and in Glueen Anne's at gSi 
yet the average daily wages of a day-laWer in Calvert are given at forty-four cents- and 
m aueen Anne's at twenty-flve cents. 
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n the fourth column at SI. ant 


at SI 75. This ia i 


manifcBtly impossil)!e, as sue 
continue for a fortnight in adjc 


; of wages could notf 



The daily wages ofacarpentec in 
the adjoining county of Dorcealer 
difference in value as an werage ran 

and entirely worthless as a ataleraont of facta. lis re- 
It is presumecS that g-l 50 is the average price of monthly labor for 
farm hands, with board ; slave labor of course is meant. The return is 
given as reported by the assistant marshal; he may have made an error 
in copying; he should, however, know the price of labor after visiting 
every family. The requirements of the law, in this particular, have 
been observed, and the "wages table" was inserted in the law upon 
the urgent request of one of the members of that Committee who 
■criticise this table which " professes" to give the i-ales of wages, but 
which is now pronounced entirely worthless. The discrepancy in these 
two counties would not be likely to mislead the statist, as the Commit- 
tee's work, is proof that the results given, carry with them the tests of 
their accuracy and the means of correction. 

The succeed ing table, at page G 4, headed "pauperism ,-indcrime," appears to be incom- 
plete, particularly in that part which relates to " crime." There are from seven counties 
no returns as to the number of persona convicted within the year or in prison on the 1st of 
June, A. D. 1850; and the returns are complete from but three counties out of twenty. 

Tha,t portion which relates to pauperism appears leas defective, but the Committee, 
wanting confidence in any portion of these returns, recommend its rejection. 

The returns are beheved to be correct from nil the counties. The 
returns are omitted for no one county, and the table is in conformity 
witli the requirements of tlie law. 



The tabular statement headed "libraries" nffords no evidence of errorexcept the column 
which professes to give the " private libraries," which is manifestly inaccurate, and ought 
to be rejected. It cannot be credited that there are but twenty-one private libraries in the 
city of Baltimore, containing in the whole 43,400 volumes, and aaventy-two private libra- 
ries in Alleghsny county, containing 55,467 volumes. Omitting the statement of the pri- 
vate libraries, ihe Committee recommend the publication of the rest of this table. 

The short table headed " newspapers and periodicals" ia probably correct, and is unob- 
jectionable in form, and its publication is recommended. 

The accuracy of the eight tables, from pages 65 to 68, both inclusive, headed "educa- 
tion and churches," the Commillee have no means of testing; and as the sources frorn 
which the information compiled in these tables was drawn would probably ha leas liable 
to error than the other stalislical returns, the Committee recommend their publicaiion- 

The nest tables in order, which are the last in the plan of publication as presented, are 
the medical statistics, to which are prefixed explanatory notes, and then follows an appen- 
dix, containing life ta.bles for Maryland, based on Ihe data contained in the returns. These 
tablea, with their adjuncts, extendover thirty-six pages, from pages 69 to 104, bothinchi- 
sive. It is a matter of regret to the Committee, though the attempt was made, that they 
were unable to obtain a scientific opinion from competent personsas to the accuracy of the 
returns embodied in these tables, and their real value and reliabiliy. 

As the Committee allege that they applied for information to scien- 
tific sources ineffectually, it might not be improper to inquire whether 
the information was solicited in the na/ine of the Commiitcef I have 
been assured that the member who solicited the information did so so 
unofficially that on that account replies were withheld. 
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Independenily, however, of the impvobability ilifit scientific inquiries of tliia character 
M'Ould or couli! be proaeouied correctly by persona not peculiai'iy qualified, the Committee 
rind on ilie face of tiie tiiblea sufficient evidence of the doubtful accuracy of the facts return- 
ed to require that the publication of these tables should not be recommended. 

It is believed tliat accurate returns of past unrecorded events relating to births, marriages, 
and deaths could, under no drcumatances, be expected, and that little reliance in any mode 
in which they might be collected would bo placed upon them by the statist; but, when the 
persons making the inquiries have no peculiar compentency or knowledge to qualify lliera 
ibrthe duty, and the inquiries are in general addressed (in connexion, too, with numerous 
and complicated questions as to distinct matters) to lliose ignorant of the importance of ao- 
turate answers, even n remote approximation to aeouracy cannot rationally be anticipated. 

Witli reference to the " competency or knowledge" to qualify tJie 
assistants "for the duty," their competency has nothing whatever to 
do with the mattei'. They give no name to disease ; they simply 
propose the questions according to the instructions given, and record 
the answers as returned by the head of the family. Would not the 
parent have in his heart a " record " of the death of his child, if it oc- 
curred within the year, and would not the child recollect that of the 
parent? Somth husband and wife, master and slave. I think a man of 
ordinaryfeelingscouid recollect the death of oneof hisAorses. It may 
therefore be premised, with respect to the argument in this paragraph, 
that no ''head of a family" could be presumed so ignorant as to be 
unable to answer correctly the question, " has a death occurred in this 
family within the year past '? ' ' This admitted, we get at the number 
of deaths. Can tlie " head of a family ' ' be supposed to know accu- 
rately the "sex?" If so, we arrive at another important fact. Would 
he probably be able to tell whether the decedent was a negro or a white 
person ? If so, another element is obtained ; would he be able to te!l 
ihe age? — obituary notices generally do, and it is apt to be a fact re- 
corded by tiie family. Now, lastly, as to the disease : cannot it gene- 
rally be told if a person dies of sraall-pox, whooping-cough, measles, 
scarlatina, &c.; and is not the cause of death usually remembered for 
a twelve-month ? It therefore seems to me that, in the nature of things, 
statistics of mortality are more to be relied on when obtained in this 
way, than in almost any other, and can be given with much more cer- 
tainty than can the bushels of potatoes, turnips, and buckwheat, or 
the pounds of butter and cheese of the farmer, the publication of which 
returns is recommended. 

Some evidences of the improbability of the facts as presented by these medical statislica 
are adduced, thoush doubtless a acientidc physician could readily enlarge the list of errors, 
SD as to destroy all confidence in their correctness or reliability. 

The classification of causes of mortality is a deplorable jumble of technical names of 
diseaseswith those which ace ordinarily used by the unlearned portion of the community ; 
and in many cases the only description of the diseases causing death is tlie designation of 
the organ which they appeared to affect. 

Among the enumerated causes of death, at pa"e 21, are "apoplexy," " diseases of the 
bram," and "diseases of the head;" " broocnitis," "cramp," and "discEiBes of the 
throat;" "consumption," "pneumonia," and "diseases of the lunge;" "gravel," 
" diabetes," and " diseases of the kidneys; " "diarrh<ea," " dysentery," and "diseases 
of the bowels." Diseases of tlie heart, of tlie spine, and of the stomach, are also among 
the indefinite descriptions used ; and the table doses at page 73 with giving " unknown " 
as the cause of more than eitt-foKrlh of the deaths. 
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The language of the Committee with reference to the medical sta- 
tistics.is perhaps the strongest used in their report, which terms "the 
classification of causes of mortahty a deplorable jumble,'" ifcc, &c. 
That an honest conviction of I'eality of the charge was entenaioed, 
caiinothe doubted, as the Oommiltee enumerate seventeen illustrations, 
selected from the nomenclature of diseases in the Maryland census 
which appear abOTe. It can be most easily shown, however, that even 
those selected to illustrate the truth of the assertion of the Comniiltee 
are used in these medical statistics upon authority not easily set at 
^laught, and have sufficient endorsement not only to justify their use 
and screen them from meriting the opprobrious epithets bestowed there- 
on, but sufficient to prove that they are in themselves proper, and that 
their omission would have effected a serious blemish in the medical 
tables. The National Medical Coiiventiou of the U. S. adopted a 
report, in 1847, containing a nomenclature and classilication of causes 
of death. (See Sanitary Report of Mass., 1850, page 150.) This 
iiomenclature has been adopted by the Medical Board of Health of 
Mass.; and prefatory to its introduction in the "appendix to the sani- 
tary report for 1850," {page 391,) the following words are used, viz : 

"The following alphabetical nomenclature of the principal fatal 
diseases and causes of death, contains the terms toMch we recommend 
to be used in the registers." Such autliority for a nomenclature, with 
such an endoi*sement, we deem pretty safe, and will apply it to those 
cases which the Committee signalize with such severity. We will 
lake the cases in the order in which they are quoted by the Committee, 
prefacing each with tlie numerical sign in thesanitary report. 31st on 
the list stands apoplexy; 41, disease of the brain; 46, bronchitis; 47, 
consumption: 61, pneumonia; 53, disease of the lungs; 74, gravel; 
73, diabetes; 75, disease of the Idndeys; 4, diarrhcea; 5, dysentery; 
54, disease of the bowels; 44, disease of the heart; 85, disease of the 
spine; 63, disease of the stomach; so that of the 18 diseases cited, no 
less than 15 of the same are to be found in this table, and the other 
three will be found in the medical tables adopied by Dr. Barton in his 
Louisiana medical reports. In the "Registrar's" medical report fo r 
the city of Boston for the year 1850, will be found the following dis- 
eases occasioning death: Apoplexy, diseases of the brain, bronchitis, 
cramp, diseases of the throat, consumption, diseases of the lungs, 
diabetes, disease of the kidneys, diarrhcea, dysentery, diseases of the 
bowels, disease of the heart, disease of the spine, disease of the 
stomach. 

These are all cited by (he Committee. Had cases of de&>.h occur- 
red to wanant it, the othei' names in use would have been included 
with them. The board of health for Baltimore includes in its table 
of mortality for 1831 the following diseases, viz: Apoplexy, inflamma- 
tion of the brain, bronchitis, consumption, diabetes, diarrhcea, dysen- 
tery, inflammation of the bowels, spinal affection, &c. Thus it is with 
all modern and well accepted medical nomenclature, and a reference 
to the reports of the jnedical board of Washington, if referred to, would 
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have saved the necessity of picking out the diseases cited to throw dis- 
credit on the medical statistics. The aim of men of real learning is lo dc 
away with alt that affectation of science which cannot brook simpHcity, 
and therefore in the medical report of Massachusetts, after giving di- 
rections for the names of diseases, the board continues, '^according to 
this rule consumption is to be preferred to phthisis pulmonaiis, pneu- 
monia to inflammation of tlie lungs," &.c., citing for illustration some 
of the very cases to which the Committee excepts. 

If this should not be deemed sufficient, attention is asked to the 
opinion given by the high medical and scientific authority in the fol- 
lowing letter: 

Washington, D. C, May 17, 1852. 
J. C. G. Kennkdy, es(j., &ipl. of Census. 

Mv DEAR, sir: I ihank you for the copy of your valuable history 
and statistics of the State of Maryland, which you were so good as to 
send me day before yesterday, with a request that I should examine 
the tables of medical statistics, and give you my opinion concerning 
the plan adopted for the arrangement, 

I have great pleasure in stating my profound conviction that you 
have adopted the very best method of showing at a glance the relative 
mortahty of the different parts of the country, and of the relative pre- 
dominance of certain diseases in different places. Such tables are 
most highly valued by physicians and by the officers of life insur- 
ance offices, and in Europe you may feel fully satisfied your labors 
will be gratefully appreciated, as they will be here by all enlightened 
physicians. I am glad to find you have adopted the alphabetical ar- 
rangement which ^ords so much convenience in reference, and which 
will enable any one to re-arrange and classify the particular diseases 
he may wish to compare and investigate. 

This method has the advantage of being free from hypothesis, and 
is the one always preferred in the imperfect and advancing sciences 
like that of medicine. 

I was also very much pleased with the plan of making colored statis- 
tical charts of the diseases prevalent in different States of the Union, 
and think that when your whole system of tabulated medical statistics 
is completed, that this method will be found practicable, hut the tabu- 
lar work must serve as a guide in the formation of such maps. 

Trusting that you will receive Ihe suppoit of all enlightened men, 
and that you will receive aid from many of our medical societies — 

I have the honor of offering you my personal sympathy, and of sub- 
scribing myself 

Your obedient servant, 

CHARLES T. JACKSON, M. D., 
Member of the Mass. Medical society; of the American 
Academy of arts and scie?ices; of tlie Geological society 
of FVance; vice prest. Boston society ofNalitrai history; 
Assayer to the State of Mass. and of the city of Boston, 
Chevalier de la legion dVionneur, <^'c., i^^c, ^c. 
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Thus much for American authority in defence of the nomenclature. 
On turning to the 8th and 9th reports of the registrar general of Great 
Britain, page 90, 94, we will find the British nomenclature as applied 
to the deaths in London for the yeara 1847, 1848, Included in that 
list will be found, No. 33, apoplexy; 41, diaease of the brain; 44, 
bronchitis; 46, pneumonia; 60,<iisea3eof die lungs; 76, diabetes; 79, 
disease of the kidneys; 7, diarriitea; 8, dysentery; 53, disease of the 
heart; 67, disease of the stomach." After quoting such authorities 
for the nomenclature used in the Maryland work, it is unnecessary to 
argue its correctness. The authorities, while they sustain the work, 
prove that real science can adapt itself to the simplest terms, and that 
what some might term the deformity of the census of Maryland, is its 
chief ornament. Respecting the complaint that one fourth of the 
deaths are returned as "unknown." To show that such return 
is not unprecedented, it will be seen by referring to the table of mortal- ■ 
ity from the official returns of St, Lo«is, thai precisely the same pro- 
portion are returned "unknown;" and in addition to this no less than 
two fifths of those relumed as "unknown" in the Maryland table, are 
of those dying in infancy. 

The populfltion in Carolina county is 8,884, and ihat of the Biljoiiiing county of Q,ueen 
Anne'a 10,914. The deatha in Caroline are reported at 71 for the year, and in Q,\iten 
Anne's 238— consumption being the prevailing disease in both counties. TThe proportion 
is nearly three to one, which, though possible, seems improbable. In Somerset, with a 
population of not ouite double that of Caroline, the deaths are 389-, more in proportion 
than two to one. in Worcester, adjoining Somerset, with nearly an equal population, the 
deaths are but 193, or about one-half. In Talbot, with but 9,677 inhal>itBnta, the deaths 
are 168, double those in Caroline, and nearly equal to those in Worcester. 

These counties ail have a similar climate and similar habits and modes of living among 
the people, and the difference in mortality seems incredible, unless well authenticated. 

In the mountainous region similar differences appear. Alleghany, with a population of 
S2,045, has 149 deaths reported; and in Washington, with a papulation but one-tliird 
greater, there are 335 deaths. In Frederickcounty,withapopulation of 31,466, exclua'-- 



of the city, the deaths are 426, nearly doubling (he proporlioniite mortality in Alleghan 
\ more striking illustration will be tound, however, at page 93, in table 1 of these slat 
OS, of the utter improbability of the truth or accuracy of the iaets returned. In due 



Anne's (he births are stated to be 330, and tlie deaths in the Erst year 59; whilst If 
cheeier, with 410 births, there are but tliree deaths in (he first year ; the prevalent disease 
in both counties being consumption. 

Apart from the disproportion between the counties, it is believed that the small number 
of deaths in Dorchester m theflrat year, in proportion to births, ia incredible, and against 

In (he opinion of the Committee, these medical statistics are unlit for publication. 

The population of the several counties enumerated above embraces 
only the free persons. The whole population of Caroline county is 
9,962, and the whole number of deaths 76, of which the 71 stated 
are free. 

The whole population of Q,ueen Anne's is 14,484, and the whole 
number of deaths 324; of which the 238 stated are of free persons. 

The whole population of Somerset is considerably more than double 
that of Caroline, being 32,456, and the whole number of deaths 526; 
of which 389 are of free persons, the figure 2 in the last number being 
a typographical error. The great difference in the mortality of these 
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two counties, as repotted in the mai-sbals' returns, may possibly arise in 
part from error; but much of it is no doubt attributable to natural 
causes. Somereet is bounded on two sides by the Chesapeake Bay, 
and on a third by the Nanticoke river, while Caroline is situated in the 
healthiest part of the Eastern Shore, having for its eastern boundary the 
State of Delaware. Besides this, Somerset comprises one of the largest 
towns on the Eastern Shore. 

The whole population of Worcester is 18,839, and (he number of 
deaths 246; of which the 192 stated are of free persons. Though this 
county adjoins Somei^set, its whole eastern boundary is the Atlantic 
ijcean ; and it is a well known fact that the shores of the ocean are sub- 
ject to fewer diseases, and are in every respect more salubrious than 
the shores of bays, rivers, and creeks. The difference in the number 
of deaths, therefore, in these two counties, may be very well attributed 
to natural causes. 

The whole population of Talbot is 13,811, and the whole number 
of deaths 240; of which the 168 stated are of free persons. The dif- 
ference between the number of deaths in this county and in CaroUne 
inay also be accounted for, in great measme, without supposing the 
existence of error, Talbot borders on the Chesapeake Bay, and is in- 
dented by numerous inlets and arms of the bay, which tend to make it 
unhealthy. It contains, also, the town of Easton. 

The difference in the deaths of Alleghany and Washington counties 
may perhaps be explained by the fact, that the large and populous 
town of Hagerstown is situated within the latter county; and it is known 
that the proportion of deaths to the population is always greater in large 
cities and towns than in the country. There may also be, and proba- 
bly are, errors in the returns. 

The same remark will apply to Frederick county, in which are em- 
braced several populous precincts of the city of Frederick. 

With regard to the proportion of deaths in the first year, to the whole 
.'.lumber of deaths in the two counties of Q,ueen Anne's and Dorchester, 
even after correcting the typographical errors of the printed returns, it 
must be admitted there is good reason to believe that the marshals' re- 
turns were, to an unusual degi'ee, inaccurate; the deaths in the first 
year in Queen Anne's should be 73 instead of Tl, and there are four 
deaths of ages unknown, all of which, it is possible, may have occurred 
within the first year. In Dorchester the number should have been 10 
instead of 3, Respecting this county I am free to admit that the returns 
were inaccurate; but admitting inaccuracy in a portion, does not destroy 
ihe value of all, and as this is the first effort ever made to procure these 
important statistics, it is hoped that Congress will not require them to 
be perfect to ensure their publication. Dr. Barton, of Louisiana, a 
medical author of reputation, has deemed these statistics of sufiicient 
value to foimd upon them elaborately executed maps of four of the 
States with which he is most familiar — a fact exhibiting the strongest 
possible proof, of their practical utility. 
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Thfl use of tabies founded 01 Buch unaatisfactory daia should of course be vejecled ; but 
Ihey are liable to liio further objeclion of not coining wilhin the authority cntru'ated by tlie 
act of Congress, and seem altogether out of place. 

, The Committee is certainly ranch in error as to what is and wiiat n 
not to be viewed as comiog within ihe law of 23d May, 1850. Sena- 
tors will find a copy of the table for collecting the statistics of mortality 
at page 436, 31st Congress, Little &■ Brown's edition. 

!l is HCarcely to be doubled that the acientilic world would place but little reliance on life 
tables computed from a decennial enumeration of unrecorded events, mnde by unskilful per- 
sons, and founded on the mersmemoriEa and careless answers of indlriduals, many esceeil- 
ingly ignorant, and moat unaware of the necessity of extreme acturaoy in their replies. 

On this subject it seems to me that already is the proof sufficient to 
lead to a different opinion; and a careful analysis of the life tables 
formed for Maryland, and a comparison thereof with those of other 
countries, will satisfy every impartial observer competent to decide, thai 
the results afford great internal proofs of the correctness of these returns 
in the aggregate. See opinion of Dr. Mitchell, (annexed.) 

Thia subject of medical statistics closes the plan eubmitted to the Senate for the publica- 
tion of the Census. Having staled the objections to such pans of the returns as (he Com- 
mittee believed to be too unreUable for publication, there remains to be noticed a single 
omission in the tables which ought to be su[iplied. It is understood that in Maryland 
there are no local subdivisions less than counties, in which the population appears on the 
face of the returns, but that this defect does not exist in the returns from most of the other 
Slates. The Committee, therefore, recommend the construction and publication of tables, 
showing the population alone in the local subdivisions of States less than counties, such as 
towns, townsliips, hundreds, &o., wherever the returns are sufficient for their formation. 
Such tables would occufiy hut a small additional space, and would often be of advanisge 
in the legislative arrangement of election diatricta, and for other purposes. In recommend- 
ing the rejection of so largea portion of the returns, founded on the inaccuracies apparent in 
the Census of Maryland as presented, the recommendation Is of course extended to all the 
States ; for, though it is not improbable that in some States the returns may be more ac- 
curate, yet the presumption is reasonable that in others they might be less ao, and that in 
general the returns from Maryland would be as accurate as those from other Slates ; for 
the same general causes which have produced the errors and deficiencies in the Maryland 
returns, exist equally throughout the Union. The Committee also recommend that the 
condensed tables for the United Slates shall conform to the alterations suggested in the de- 
tailed tables for the Stales ; for, though m an a^;regale statement of the indualrlal estab- 
lishments of the Union the errors inight not be apparent, they would exist, and the publi- 
cation be not only useless but injurious, aa the detnila from which the aggregate tabular 
Btatemenia muat be made are found upon examination to be grossly defective and unre- 
liable; and although It oflen happens that false deductions are drawn from correct statis- 
tics, yes certainly defective and inaccurate data can only lead to erroneous conclusions. 

As it has been shown how unreliable are the premises upon which 
the foregoing recommendations are made, it is unnecessary to argue to 
a body, of such high intelligence as the United States Senate, how 
valueless mnst be the deductions. 

The racom mentation of tlie Committee, if adopted, will reduce the size of the publica- 
tion somenihal more than four.fifths, and the cjipenae of publication in proportion, in no 
case, however, have they been governed by the (pieation of expense in the reductions they 
have recommended, though the cost of publication of a mass of useler- *■ 
ter ought not to be disregarded. 
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Now, BO far as the matter of expense is concerned, Congress may 
rest assured that the Census, on the plan proposed in the Maryland 
worlt, can be executed at a cost no greater than attended the pubHca- 
lion of the Census of iS40; but that there may be no misapprehension 
on this matter, it is asseited that of the Census, on the plan proposed 
in the Maryland worlc, complete, 25,000 copies of two volumes each, 
or 50,000 volumes stereotyped and bound, can be furnished for $180,000, 
and of the consideration not one dollar asked until the work shall have 
been approved by a Congiessional committee appointed for its exam- 
ination; and for this bonds will be entered into for the sum named. 
The Committee propose so to reduce the work as shall diminish the cost 
"somewhat more than four-fifths," a saving which they contend will 
follow the adoption of their proposition. If so, the publication of the 
Tth Census must not cost $36,000, hardly one-fifth of the cost ten 
years ago. 

Having reviewed the particular points of exception taken to the Mary- 
land Census, and having shown that a majority of the errors noted in 
the tables of manufactures are mainly accidental, and not to be attri- 
bu ed o defect in the original returns, or necessarily incidental to the 
pi of heir arrangement, and having satisfactorily shown that what is 
e e 1 he "deplorable jumble" of medical returns, in place of being 
OS ho vn to be not only in accordance with propriety, but in harmony 
I i e examples furnished and opinions given by the highest medical 
u ho y n this or any other country, I presume it will not be neces- 
tiy o coisider these questions further. Errore must exist in such a 
work, and much is effected when the errors carry with them the means 
for their detection. Every Census of the United States contains nu- 
merous errors, as many in the population returns as elsewhere, but on 
this account it has never been concluded that tJiese returns are useless. 
In the absence of better data they affoi'd an approximation of great 
value, and the results they exhibit are treated as matters of verity. 
Such, in their aggregates, they are, while in many of their details they 
may be grossly defective; thus it is witli the inconsistencies in the re- 
turns cited by the Senate commiitee. Out of neB.r fow thousand man- 
ufacturing establishments, which produce move than thirty-two millions 
of dollars annually in value, half a dozen cases, admitted the most er- 
roneous, are cited and upon an alleged discrepancy in the results present- 
ed by those selected, it is gravely recommended to omit all the returns of 
productive industry. Apply such reasoning to society, legislation, and 
laws, and what would become of us? Errors to ten-fold the amount 
here involved have been known to occur in the deliberately prepared 
speech of a member of Congress, and a long time has elapsed before 
correction. In searching for pebbles we overlook pearls. 
The attention of Senators is solicited to the following letters: 

Senate chamber, Annapolis, March S5, 1852. 
3. C. G. Kennedy, esq. 
0EAR sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge tlie receipt of the 



d by Google 



23 

two copies of the Census, including therein the history and statistics of 
Maryland. I gave one of the copies to a most intelligent gentleman, 
now a member of the Senate, and formerly Governor of our State, 
William Grayson, of Q,ueen Anne county. He is extremely grati- 
fied with it. 

I have studied it diligently, and am every day more and more in- 
structed and enlightened by its copious and interesting information, as 
well as exceedingly engaged with it. 

I beg leave to return you my hearty thanlis for it, and for the oblig- 
ing manner in which you have bestowed it. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

NATHANIEL WILLIAMS. 
Woodstock, Conn., May 7, 1852. 
Mr. Kennedy. 

Dear sik: I have found lime during a visit here to read the text of 
your work on Maryland, and to look over the tables. 

I am much impressed with the value of your researches, and quit& 
amazed at the amount of labor ihey must involve for you and your as- 
sistanls. It appears to me, that if the plan is carried out for the United 
States, it must present very valuable results, and I hope and trust it 
will be adopted. In a document for the whole country, the historical 
part might and necessarily would swell to an inconvenient size, and 
might therefore be omitted, provided it would add too much to size 
and cost. The same remark will apply in a less degree to the geo- 
logical portion, which is indeed interesting and valuable, and has of 
course a bearing upon the statistics of health, and life, and death. 
Yours, truly, 

B. SILLIMAN. 

The French Minister of Public Works writing from Paris lu^der 
date 29th of March, saj's: 

"I thank you for the Maryland Census that i find drawn up in a 
complete and scientific manner, which throws new light on your country 
so little known in Europe. I hope Congress will adopt entire your 
plan, and will not think as an objection to the publication of what I 
may call a national work, the expense of some thousands of dollars 
more." 

New Orleans, Apnl 27, 1852. 

My dear sir: I have just finished the task, the materials for 
which wei'e so kindly furnished me by you, for which be pleased 
again to accept my sincere acknowledgments. 

i am of opinion you are greatly mistaken in supposing you will 
liave to look to posterity alone for credit, for the great work you are 
now laboring to accomplisli. It is second to none in importance, 
undertaken by our, or indeed any other country, and will erect a last- 
ing monument to your reputation, and be more appreciated just as it is 
understood. 
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